BLACKWELL HYDRAULICS - WELSH COUNTIES BOWLING LEAGUE

Constitution and Rules Revised March 2010
1.
NAME 
The name of the League shall be "Welsh Counties Bowling League". Hereafter referred to as the League.

2. 
All Clubs will fill the position of Chairman and Vice-Chairman on a Rota system in alphabetical order of the Clubs participating.

OFFICERS

The officers of the League shall be:

The President 

The Chairman

Vice Chairman

Hon. Secretary

Hon. Treasurer
Hon. Competition and Match Secretary

The President, Chairman, and Vice-Chairman will serve a minimum of two years in office.

GENERAL COMMITTEE

4.
There shall be a general Committee which shall be the Governing body of the League.

CONSTITUTION

The Officers of the League 
One representative from each Club in Membership 
Life members

There will be one vote per Club. If the named representative cannot attend a meeting Clubs must ensure that a replacement is sent. Six (6) Club representatives to form a quorum. Clubs not represented at a meeting will incur a fine of £25.00 Letter of Apology will not be accepted as being in attendance.
Life members shall not exceed Six (6) in number and shall be elected to the Management Committee for services to the Welsh Counties Bowling League and shall have full voting powers at all meetings.

Nominations for Life members must be proposed at the Annual General Meeting .All votes for and against counted.

5.
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE shall consist of the Officers of the League. It will deal with urgent business such as grievances, disputes and disciplinary matters. The decision of the Management Committee shall be final and can invoke a fine and deduction of League points if warranted.

6.
FINANCE
a) 
The Hon. Treasurer shall ensure that proper accounts are kept of the funds of the League.

b) 
All monies belonging to the league shall be banked in the name of the Welsh Counties Bowling League.

c) 
The finances will be in the control of the officers of the League 
d) 
Annual subscriptions shall be decided at the Annual General Meeting each year and must be paid before the first game. The penalty for late receipt of payment shall be £5 for each period of 7 days from the date of the first game, until paid. (Postmark shall be accepted as proof of posting.)
e) 
The prize money shall be decided at the Annual General Meeting each year. Clubs winning competitions will be responsible for any engraving etc. 
f) 
An Honorarium shall be paid to the Secretary, Treasurer, and Competition and Match Secretary each year, the amount to be determined at the Annual General Meeting.

g) 
The accounts shall be audited each year, and each club shall receive a copy of the balance sheet, which will be sent prior to the Annual general Meeting the accounts to close on 31st October each year.

7.
MATCH RULES
i. 
A team shall consist of eight players.

Any team playing less than eight players in any match shall be in breach of this rule and shall be fined £10 for each player short, and 2 League points for each absent player will be deducted from the season's final points total of the defaulting Club.
i(2)
In all league games the captains will exchange cards with players numbered 1 to 8; numbers one to four must start the match in those positions. 

ii.  
All registered players must be 'bona fide' paid up members of the club for which they intend to play. 
iii.
Registration forms, in duplicate must be received by the Competition & Match Secretary no later than one week (7days) before the first game. The penalty for late submission shall be a deduction of 2 points for each period of 7 days from the aforementioned date, until received. (Postmark shall be accepted as proof of posting.) A signed copy will be returned to the Club and it must be displayed on match days.

Registration of additional players must received by the Competition and Match Secretary in writing six (6) clear days before a match. Any additional players must be registered before July 31 each year.

iv. 
Transfer will be allowed with the consent of the Management Committee providing the player involved has not played for any other club in the League during the season, and it does not contravene Rule 7 (ii) or 7 (iii). No player shall play for two different clubs during one season.

v. 
Teams to meet twice during the season, on a home and away basis. Matches will be played on Tuesday nights, exceptions for rearranged games under Rules 7 ix) (b) and xiii).
vi
Teams will wear team tops for all league and cup matches, these will be tops all being the same colour and design. Jeans will not be worn. Trousers’ will be smart casual.
vii)
Each team must have a minimum of four players present at the official starting time.  Substitutes must be declared no later than one hour after the official starting time. Captains will act as referees for the night and make the draw.

viii) 
Only four jacks allowed on the green at any one time, but this number may be increased with the permission of the home Captain, in the event of bad light or poor weather conditions. A minimum of four jacks to be maintained throughout the match.

ix)  
Postponements shall not be allowed for any reason other than inclement weather or the death of a playing member of a club. 
(ix)(a) 
Any club that cancels or postpones a match other than for Rule 7 (ix) will incur a fine of £30 for the first offence. Should a Club or Clubs cancel or postpone a match for the second time in the same season, other than for Rule (ix), they shall incur a further fine of £30 and a deduction of 10 league Points shall be imposed.

(ix)(b) 
Any match postponed under Rule 7 (ix) MUST be played within 14 days of the original fixture date and the Competition and Match Secretary shall be notified of such change. Should a re-arranged match not be played within the 14 days, the Competition and Match Secretary will set a date after consultation with both official representatives. Clubs failing to comply with this Ruling will be called to attend a disciplinary hearing, when fines/points deduction could be imposed on offending Club/Clubs.

(ix)(c) 
The procedure in the case of a match being postponed will be for each Official club representative to contact the opposing Official club representative to make necessary arrangements, and then inform the Competition and Match Secretary of the new date agreed. In the event of failure to observe the Rule, the involved Club/Clubs should report the matter to the Competition and Match Secretary within 3 days.

(ix)(d) 
In default of agreement between respective Captains as to fitness of the Green the HOME CAPTAIN SHALL DECIDE. 
x) 
If a match is due to start, or has started but has to be postponed or abandoned because of bad weather or other unavoidable causes, all completed games shall stand. Where games are started but not finished, and where players are drawn but have not started, the games shall start again with a complete re-draw. When any match is postponed or abandoned, the two Captains concerned shall agree upon the re-arranged date and shall immediately send notification, in writing, to the Competition and Match Secretary thereof, and stating the reasons for the postponement or abandonment.
x)a) 
MATCH SECRETARY’S DESCRETIONARY POWERS REGARDING UNCOMPLETED MATCHES.

In the event of a team (or part of a team) being unable to reach the match venue by the stipulated scratch time and there being unforeseen circumstances, i.e. Breakdown, Accident, Illness; the Match Secretary, after establishing the validity of the reasons, will have the following discretionary powers.

The Match Secretary can order a match or part of a match to be replayed at a future date. He will stipulate the dates within which the match must be played. His decision will be binding on all parties. The Secretary will advise the League Chairman of the decision and all relevant information.
xi) 
All League games shall be 21 up, off scratch and played under WC.G.B.A.
B.C.G.B.A. Rules, 1 point being awarded for each individual winner, the team having the best aggregate receiving an additional 2 points. In the event of a tie on aggregate, the 2 points for aggregate shall be shared each team receiving 1 point.

xii) 
Penalty for playing an unregistered player or a player not properly registered under Rule 7 (iii), shall be the deduction of 2 league points and the score 21-0 shall count to the opponent and a fine shall be imposed by the Management Committee.

xiii)
Matches must be played on the dates specified although the date of the fixture can be brought forward if mutually agreed and the Competition and Match Secretary is given a minimum of seven days in writing.

xiv)   
The full result of each match with the comments and signatures of each Captain must be sent to the Competition and Match secretary by the home team to reach him not later than the third day following the match.

If the result card is not stamped (by the Post Office) on the Wednesday after the match and received by the Competition and Match secretary on the third day following the match the club will be fined £l.00 on each occasion.

xv)  
Leather, hard or block heeled footwear must not be worn whilst on the green.

(xvi) 
Visiting Teams allowed 10 minutes practice prior to the start time of all League games.
(xvii)
Commitment to the Welsh Counties League is that Fixtures agreed at the Spring meeting have priority over all other Leagues and their Cup Matches. Excuses for cancellation or postponement of Welsh Counties League Matches except for Rule 7(ix) "Adverse Weather" or “Death” will not be accepted

8
FINAL LEAGUE TABLE

In the event of two or more teams tying with an equal number of points the position will be decided on a point up system.(The side that has totaled the higher number of aggregate points shall obtain the higher position) If there is still a tie, then the least number of points against shall count. 
9.
ADDMISSION OF NEW CLUBS AND PLAY OFF RULES

a)
Eligibility of new club.

i)
Clubs wishing to apply for membership of the League will be subject to the following conditions:-

ii)
The green of any Club applying must lie within the recognised area within which the Welsh Counties Bowling League operates.

iii)
The club must agree to comply with the League rules.

b)
Application.

i)
Application must be made in writing to the League Secretary one clear Month before the last scheduled league game.

ii)
A non-refundable cheque to the value of £30.00 shall accompany the application. The application will be subject to approval by the appointed Officers of the League.

iii)
If the team applying is successful in gaining membership, £15 will be credited to the applicant club’s first season’s subscription. 

iv)
£15 of the application fee from each team applying for membership shall go to each club hosting a play-off match to cover the host clubs’ expenses.

c)
Play Offs 

i)
If only one team applies and is duly approved for membership, they shall progress directly into a Play-off Final.

ii)
If more than one team apply and are duly approved, they will firstly be subject to participating in Qualifying Play-off’s against any other team(s) applying in the following manner:-



Two new teams – a final Qualifying Play-off;



Three new teams – a round robin (see Rule 9 d) below);



Four new teams – semi-finals then final Qualifying Play-off.

iii)
The resultant winner of the final Qualifying Play-off will then play in a Play-off Final against the Club finishing bottom of the league during that current season.

d)
Round robin qualifiers

i)
First two teams to play shall be drawn by Competition and Match Secretary. The winner of this match playing the third team. If the first winner is victorious again, the third play-off shall not be required. If all teams win one game, the team qualifying for the Play-off Final shall be determined on a point up system. (The side that has totaled the higher number of aggregate points for from the three games shall obtain the higher position. If there is still a tie, then the least number of points against shall count.)

e)
Play-off Match Rules

i)
The Qualifying Play Offs will take place on Tuesday evenings during the last one, two or three weeks of the season, depending upon the number Qualifying Play-offs rounds required. The final deciding Play-off will be held one week after the end of the regular season.

ii)
All venues will be selected by the Competition and Match Secretary. Only greens of those clubs within the league shall be used.

iii)
Games will commence at 7pm, before which, in the qualifying round(s), 15 minutes practice time will be available to each team in turn. The Competition and Match Secretary will decide the order of such practice, by toss of a coin.

iv)
In the Play-off Final game, the team finishing bottom of the league will  practise on the day of the game from 6.25pm until 6.40pm, and the applicant team, 6.40pm to 6.55pm.

v) The order of play will be decided as follows, both captains will give their players names, numbered from 1 to 8, to the League Match Secretary on completion of practice. 

vi)
All Play-off games will be decided on the following basis: one point for each winner and two points for the overall best aggregate. In the event of the match still being tied, the best winner will decide the outcome, if still tied, the next best and so on until a victorious team is determined. 

f)
Eligibility of Players taking part in the Play-offs:

i)
Applicant Team

ii)
All players must be bona fide, fully paid up members of the applicant team for the current season (as at 31 July) in which the application is being made. (League officials reserve the right to see evidence to support bona fide membership).

iii)
Players who have played for another current league member Club during the current season are ineligible to play in the Play-offs.

iv)
If a team is successful in gaining membership, players participating in the Play-offs for that team are only eligible to play for that team during their first season in the league.

v)
The team finishing bottom of the league in the current season in the Play-off Final.

vi)
Only those players who are members of that club and have been registered with the League for the current season (as at 31 July) are eligible to play in the Play-off Final. 

vii)
Resignations from the League

viii)
If there is a resignation from the league before the end of the season and only one new applicant, their application shall be ratified by the AGM and Play-offs will not be required. If there is more than one application, the winner of the final Qualifying Play-off shall enter the league. 

ix)
If there is more than one resignation from the league, those teams who were due to play in the Qualifying Play-off shall be invited to fill the vacancies first. In this situation, a Qualifying Play-off shall not be held. If more than two teams are required those teams placed 3rd and 4th shall be invited in order. The 3rd and 4th places shall be determined on a point up system. (The losing side that has totaled the higher number of aggregate points for from the semi-final Qualifying Play-off game shall be placed 3rd. If there is still a tie, then the least number of points against shall count.)

x)
In either of the above scenarios in Rules 9 viii) & 9 ix), the bottom team shall remain in the league (unless this is the team that is resigning).
xi)
In the event of any team(s) resigning from the League after the Play-off, firstly the Play-off Final loser shall be invited to fill the vacancy, followed in order if applicable, by the losing Qualifying Play-off finalist, then the 3rd and 4th placed teams. The 3rd and 4th places shall be determined on a point up system. (The losing side that has totaled the higher number of aggregate points for from the semi-final Qualifying Play-off game shall be placed 3rd. If there is still a tie, then the least number of points against shall count.)

xii)
If any new applicant declines to take up the offer in Rules 9 ix) & 9 xi), the order of invitation in these rules shall apply.

10
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Shall be held in November/December each year. Clubs will receive 21 days notice of the date, and the League Secretary will require 10 days notice in writing of any proposed motion.
11
FIXTURES
Shall be arranged to avoid clashing with local competitions.
12
VOTING AT MEETINGS
At all meetings, voting will be restricted to one representative per team in membership of the League, together with officers of the League.

The Chairman shall have a second or casting vote in all cases where the voting is declared to be equal.

13
All correspondence & Verbal references relating to Welsh Counties must be addressed to the League Secretary by delegated representatives of the Clubs.
Note: “in writing” includes via electronic format. 
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